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Abstract:
In India the morality of politics is identified with the names of the two most prominent
nationalist leaders of the time, Mohandas K. Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. The ethico-political
mode of identification that I am interested in exploring in the case of Gandhi will be directed
chiefly at the idioms and practices of giving, in so far as it constitutes the basic structural and
per formative component of his adoption of voluntary poverty as a way of life-- in the public
eye as much as within the intimate confines of family life. Gandhi’s political morality and way
of life is tautologically described--since it appears so entirely sui generis—as Gandhianism. In
the case of Nehru my interest is in the ways he both exemplified and urged upon other Indians a
relationship of intimacy and responsibility between nation and people, and among the people,
for which the word ‘patriotism’ will serve as shorthand. I shall invoke Gandhi at the origin of
the concept of a specific technology of self that I name dissemination; and Nehru as the
exemplification of a postcolonial national political leadership that resembles noblesse oblige.
A Note on the Speaker:
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