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Abstract:
The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, replaces the Land Acquisition Act, 1894. It is held that the infirmities
in the 1894 Act that led to class anger as witnessed in Singur, Nandigram, Kalinganagar and
elsewhere during the past couple of decades have been taken care of. The new law is projected
to firm up the path of industrial development as well as render justice to the farmers whose land
will be acquired.
This, however, is doubtful. If the 1894 Act was rooted in the logic of a colonial politico-legal
premise, the 2013 Act is a product of the logic of a neo-colonial politico-legal set-up. In other
words, if the 1894 Act was consistent with the Right to Private Property as fundamental to the
system, the 2013 Act, in fact, denies to the land-holder any such fundamental Right. It denies
the land-holder such protection that was conferred upon the farmers by the Supreme Court in
recent times. The 2013 law also seeks to delegitimize any struggles against land-acquisition in
the days ahead.
Therefore, it makes sense to look at the new law, compare it with the old and see how different
it is for the land-losing farmers.
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