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About the Lecture
The physical displacement of people is a direct outcome of protected area establishment. The
impact of displacement on forest dwelling communities has been documented in some detail.
What is less evident is that conservation policy has impacts on forest residents even when it does
not involve physical displacement. We suggest that a web of interactions beginning with
restrictions that were imposed as part of protected area practice has produced in situ
displacement, where people are ‘displaced socioeconomically but not spatially’. The banning of
indigenous practices such as early season fires, hunting and collection of forest produce in the
Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve has had a series of effects on not only the condition
of the forest, but also on agricultural practice and household income. The lack of fires has resulted
in the proliferation of the invasive species Lantana camara. The ban on hunting has increased the
population of wild boars, which raid the rain-fed agricultural fields. As a consequence many Soliga
adivasi households have switched to cultivating coffee, which wild boar do not consume. Wage
labour in large coffee estates and agricultural plantations are now the primary source of income.
Soligas, even as they are displaced in situ, are made available as labour to coffee estates and
forest department work. Although proletarianisation of the Indian peasant is an ongoing
phenomenon, we argue that conservation policy further exacerbates this process through
appropriation of land and forests for conservation.
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