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About the Lecture
Ethics or moral behaviour is concerned with right behaviour i.e the capacity to decide what is right and
what is wrong in any given situation and behave accordingly. However the capacity to decide right and
wrong in any situation is not an easy task at all times. In difficult situations when faced with moral dilemmas
the difficulty of knowing the right conduct has preoccupied moral philosophers at all times. Thus the
literature on Moral Philosophy has no closure. Whether morality is something transcendental or empirical
or again rooted in an overall ethos of individual societies is something we will never be able to decide.
Different cultures have come up with models of behaviour based on their understanding of what it is to be
the right behaviour under varied circumstances. In India the ancient Vedic world view developed a theory
of dharma and authors like Austin Creel, P.T. Raju and G.C Pande considered a moral life in the Hindu
worldview was a life lived in accordance with dharma. Accepting that definition as the best under the
circumstances I examine the lives of some of the characters in the Mahabharata to see whether they
fulfilled that criterion.
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Trichur S Rukmani is Former Chair in Hindu Studies at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada as also
the former Chair in Hindu Studies and Indian Philosophy at the University of Westville, Durban S. Aftrica,
T.S. Rukmani is Currently Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Concordia University, Montreal, from where
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